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Beanie: /ˈbiːni/ a small close-fitting hat 
worn on the back of the head. 
(Clothing & Fashion) a round close-fitting 
hat resembling a skullcap
Origin: 1940s (originally US): perhaps 
from bean (in the sense ‘head’) + -ie.

Chess Beanie

11 US



we are knitters

These are the stitches and techniques you’ll need to complete 
this project:

1. Cast on

2. 1x1 Rib stitch

3. Stockinette stitch

4. 2-stitch right cross*

5. 2-stitch left cross* 

6. Finish a beanie

7. Weave in ends

*These techniques are explained in the introduction.

- 1 skein of The Petite Wool from We Are Knitters (100 g)

- One pair of 8 mm / 11 US / 0 UK needles

- One sewing needle to finish and connect your pieces

YOU WILL NEED

Tutorials for many of these stitches and techniques can be found 
on our website, make sure to watch them and practice.
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DIAGRAM

Odd rows: knit 1. Even rows: purl 1.

2-stitch right cross.

2-stitch left cross.

* To read the chart remember that odd rows are read right to left and even rows are read left to right.

Vueltas impares: teje 1 punto del derecho. Vueltas pares: teje 1 punto del revés.

Cruce de 2 puntos a la izquierda 

Cruce de 2 puntos a la derecha
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GAUGE

Take time to save time! Spend 10 minutes 
making your sample ahead of time, to 
prevent having to adjust your pattern after 
you’ve already begun, which can take hours 
or days to change, especially if you have to 
start over completely.

The tension sample is the tension 
recommended for your project. It is very 
important to make a tension sample in 
a 10x10 cm (4”x4”) area, where you can 
count the number of rows and stitches that 
fit in order to ensure that your tension is 
correct for the project. With this method, 
your measurements will correspond with the 
specifications in the schematic. 

If your sample is smaller than recommended, 
try to knit more loosely. If your sample is 
larger than recommended, try to knit more 
tightly. 

Ultimately, knitting is an art, not a science 
and you aren’t a machine; so it’s normal to 
have a small variation of 1-3 cm in the end. 

You can find more information about creating 
a tension sample in our blog post “How to 
meASUre A TenSIOn SAmPle” that you 
will find on our web site weareknitters.com

KNIT ThE GAUGE IN:
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STOckinETTE STiTch

10 X 10 cm

4” x 4”

13 stitches
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START CROChETING

INTRODUCTION
This project is knitted in one piece and then seamed.

Before beginning it is important that you know how to do 
the following techniques:

2-stitch right cross: Slip 1 stitch onto a cable needle 
or safety pin and place them behind your work. Knit the 
next stitch. return the stitch you had on hold to the left-
hand needle and knit it.

2-stitch left cross: Slip 1 stitch onto a cable needle or 
safety pin and place them in front your work. Knit the 
next stitch. return the stitch you had on hold to the left-
hand needle and knit it.

1. Cast on 62 stitches onto one of the wooden needles.

2. Work rows 1 to 6 in 1 x 1 rib stitch, this means: purl 
1, knit 1*. repeat until the end of the row and until you 
reach row 6. 

*ATTEnTiOn! When, in the same row, you work a knit 
stitch followed by a purl stitch (or vice versa), you have 
to change the position of your working yarn. Place the 
working yarn in front of your work to make a purl stitch 
and place the working yarn in back of your work to make 
a knit stitch.

START KNITTING
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START CROChETING

3. Work rows 7 to 26 in stockinette stitch with crosses, 
this means:

row 7: knit 1. *2-stitch left cross, knit 8*. repeat from * to * 
until there is 1 stitch left, knit 1.

row 8 and remaining even rows: purl all stitches.

row 9: knit 2. *2-stitch left cross, knit 6, 2-stitch right 
cross*. repeat from * to * until there are 10 stitches left. 
2-stitch left cross, knit 8.

row 11: knit 1. *Knit 2, 2-stitch left cross, knit 4, 2-stitch 
right cross*. repeat from * to * until there is 1 stitch left, 
knit 1. 

row 13: knit 1. *Knit 3, 2-stitch left cross, knit 2, 2-stitch 
right cross, knit 1*. repeat from * to * until there is 1 
stitch left, knit 1.

row 15: knit 1. *Knit 4, 2-stitch left cross, 2-stitch right 
cross, knit 2*. repeat from * to * until there is 1 stitch left, 
knit 1. 

row 17: knit 1. *Knit 5, 2-stitch left cross, knit 3*. repeat 
from * to * until there is 1 stitch left, knit 1. 

row 19: knit 1. *Knit 4, 2-stitch right cross, 2-stitch left 
cross, knit 2 *. repeat from * to * until there is 1 stitch 
left, knit 1. 

row 21: knit 1. *Knit 3, 2-stitch right cross, knit 2, 2-stitch 
left cross, knit 1*. repeat from * to * until there is 1 stitch 
left, knit 1. 

row 23: knit 1. *Knit 2, 2-stitch right cross, knit 4, 2-stitch 
left cross *. repeat from * to * until there is 1 stitch left, 
knit 1. 

row 25: knit 2, 2-stitch right cross. *Knit 6, 2-stitch left 
cross, 2-stitch right cross *. repeat from * to * until there 
are 8 stitches left, knit 8.** 

**Remember that row 26 is an even row and should be 
purled. 
 
4. repeat rows 7 to 26 until you reach row 42.
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JOIN AND FINISh

Once you have finished knitting the beanie it will look like 
the image in the diagram. 

1. Cut a length of yarn long enough to sew the side of 
the beanie, thread the yarn onto the tapestry needle, 
insert the needle into each of the stitches, remove the 
needle and pull the yarn tightly to close the top of the 
beanie. 

2. Sew the side seam closed using the tapestry needle. 

3. To finish, make a knot and weave in any loose ends 
using the tapestry needle. 

You can find more details on how to do this on our blog 
at www.weareknitters.com under the post “HOW TO 
ClOSe AnD SeAm A BeAnIe”.

CUSTOMIZE!

Once you’re done knitting, customize your project with pins, brooches, etc. Have fun with it! Send us your pics 
through Instagram using the hashtags #weareknitters & #chessbeanie!


